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Front Cover: The Restorative Rehabilitation Program at Little Sisters of the Poor/St. Joseph’s Home for the Elderly 
helps residents achieve their highest physical, emotional and functional level possible within the constraints of 
chronic diseases and other conditions associated with aging. 

Pictured Above:  The Training and Employment Services Program at Inspiration Corporation provides employment 
preparation training and placement, along with supportive services for homeless and low-income job seekers. 
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President’s Letter
Fiscal Year 2012 was a year of renewed commitment for The Blowitz-Ridgeway Foundation to 

non-profit organizations by upholding its level of grantmaking.  Since 1996, we have been awarding 

grants and Program-Related Investments in excess of $1 million annually.  In our Fiscal Year ending 

September 30, 2012, the Foundation awarded 105 grants and Program-Related Investments (PRIs) 

totaling approximately $1.35 million. Since the inception of the Foundation in 1984, we have 

awarded approximately $30 million in grants and Program-Related Investments.   

The Blowitz-Ridgeway Foundation remains committed to maintaining its grantmaking focus of 

providing general operating support as well as program support.  Last year, the Foundation awarded 

over 20% of its grants (excluding medical research grants and PRIs) for general operating support. 

In the current economic climate, the Foundation understands the challenges affecting many 

non-profit organizations and that funding for unrestricted or general operating support is crucial 

to an organization’s sustainability.  The Foundation will continue to accept requests from new 

applicants as well as from our past grantees.

Through the hard work of the agencies funded in FY2012, individuals and families in need of 

essential necessities such as healthcare, food and shelter, affordable housing, job training programs, 

are receiving quality services. The Foundation is proud to support all of these agencies, such as the 

Community Health Care Clinic which provides free health care services to the uninsured in Normal, 

Illinois; Goldie’s Place, which provides the homeless in Chicago with job training and placement; 

and the Humanitarian Service Project, which provides meals and well-being checks to impover-

ished seniors in DuPage and Kane Counties.

The Foundation is also pleased to announce the addition of two new trustees to the Board: Mr. 

Thomas P. FitzGibbon, Jr., who has a background in the banking sector and community financing; 

and Ms. Marva E. Williams, Ph.D., who has a background in community development, policy 

development and research.  Their knowledge and understanding of the vital work of our grant 

recipients has been invaluable.

The Foundation’s grantmaking in 2012 would not be possible without the dedication and efforts of 

the entire Board of Trustees and Staff, to whom I am grateful.  

Daniel L. Kline 
President, Board of Trustees



Teen Living Program’s Whole Health Program provides homeless 
youth with primary health care, health and nutrition education, and 
immunizations.
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Health Care Services

During fiscal year 2012, The Blowitz-
Ridgeway Foundation received 245  
applications and awarded 105 grants.  

 
 
 
 
Alexian Brothers Bonaventure House $10,000 
For the Transitional Living Program, offered at two sites to 
formerly homeless adult men and women living with HIV/AIDS. 
The 18-24 month program provides supportive services such as 
case management, occupational therapy and after care.

Big Shoulders Fund $15,000 
For renewal support of the Look Hear Health Care Program 
for school year 2011-2012. The program provides essential 
hearing and vision screening and immunization compliance to 
elementary schools that are the poorest in resources in the 
Archdiocesan system.

Bureau County Health & Wellness Clinic $15,000 
To purchase medical and laboratory supplies, and medications 
for the uninsured and low-income individuals at this free health 
clinic in Bureau County.

Catholic Charities, Diocese of Joliet $15,000 
To cover expenses associated with the 2012 Back to School Fairs 
in Will and DuPage Counties. The fairs are a multi agency effort 
to provide free health and human services, as well as school 
supplies to children from low-income families.

Center on Halsted $1,000 
For the Mental Health Services program, which includes 
individual and couples counseling, support and therapy groups 
on a sliding scale basis for the LGBT population. 

Centro de Salud Esperanza $10,000 
For renewal support of the Pediatric After Hours Clinic, which 
provides primary health care services to children from low- 
income and/or uninsured families. The Clinic revised its schedule 
to better meet the needs of working parents.

Chicago Children’s Advocacy Center $15,000 
For continued support of its Mental Health Program for children 
who have been sexually abused and their families, which includes 
individual and group psychotherapy, art therapy, and Integrative 
Treatment of Complex Trauma Therapy Model.

Chicago Family Health Center $12,000 
For renewal support of the Reach Out and Read Program, which 
promotes early literacy by providing new books and advice on 
reading to children, ages 6 month to 5 years, during early well 
child visits.

Chicago Volunteer Doulas $12,500 
For general operating support, which includes stipends for 
doulas, to establish a childbirth education class geared to meet 
the needs of teens and single mothers, training and mentoring to 
doulas, and administrative support.

Community Health and Emergency Services $12,000 
To support the costs of primary (medical, dental & behavioral) 
health care services, urgent care, diagnostic laboratory and 
radiology services, etc. for patients who have no insurance, or 
are underinsured, in the 7 county southern Illinois service area.

Community Health Care Clinic $17,000 
For operating expenses, which includes costs related to exams, 
medical supplies, diabetic testing strips, medication costs, office 
supplies, and clinical staff time at this free clinic.

Community Nurse Health Association $15,000 
To provide medical and dental services to pediatric patients 
from low-income families in the Western suburbs. The health 
center provides needed dental care that is not covered by the 
state’s All Kids program at no cost to patients.
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Concordia Place $15,000 
For the Senior Wellness Program component, Friendly Visitor, in 
which volunteers provide seniors with transportation services. 
Funds will be used to offset the salary expenses of the new 
Senior Wellness Coordinator and Parish nurse.

Connections for the Homeless $10,000 
For the Health Services Program, which provides critical primary 
care, mental health and substance abuse screenings and services 
to homeless individuals and families.

Gigi’s Playhouse $15,000 
To support the development of standardized educational 
materials for training and programs in order to ensure that 
children with Down Syndrome receive proven services specifi-
cally designed to teach and prepare them for school and life.

HAVE Dreams (Helping Autistic Voices Emerge) $10,000 
To underwrite costs for children, teens and young adults with 
autism in the SCILS (Social, Communication and Independent 
Living Skills) Program, which addresses the core deficit of autism. 
Each participant is assessed for customized programs and 
services.

Helping from Heaven–The Lexi Kazian Foundation $10,000 
For Capital Expenses to purchase equipment for Lexi’s Equipment 
Closet, which provides used/donated therapy mobility, stability, 
strengthening, and play equipment to children with special needs.

Home of the Sparrow $7,000 
For the Dental Initiatives, which purchases dental check-ups for 
homeless women and children, providing them with basic and 
some secondary dental services.

Horizon Hospice $19,000 
To continue providing palliative care and hospice services to 
pediatric and adult patients who are indigent or lack insurance, 
Medicare or Medicaid. 

Horizons for the Blind $10,000 
For the directionsforme.org website project which provides 
people who are blind, visually impaired or have trouble with small 
print access to food labels, prescription labels, and other products.

Hospice & Palliative Care of Northeastern Illinois $4,000 
For the integrative therapies services for patients receiving 
hospice and palliative care, which includes music therapy, art 
therapy, massage therapy, Reiki, aromatherapy, and pet therapy. 
Funds will be used to offset costs for palliative care which is not 
covered by Medicare.

Housing Options for the Mentally Ill in Evanston $15,000 
For operating support, which includes its I-Work Program, 
which helps individuals with mental illnesses gain competitive 
employment.

 
 

LaRabida Children’s Hospital & Research Center $5,000 
To expand its Child Passenger Safety program to reach more 
families of special needs children who are not receiving care as 
well as current patients, and educate agencies working with this 
population on safety protocol and resources.

Les Turner ALS Foundation $20,000 
For the Patient and Family Services Program. Funds would 
specifically be used to support the Augmentative Communica-
tion Equipment Loan Program and to provide iPad devices to 
members of the Home Care and Community Services Team.

Loyola University Medical Center $15,000 
For renewal support of its Pediatric Mobile Health Unit which 
provides health care services to children and youth in low-income 
neighborhoods. Services include screenings, immunizations, 
asthma management, childhood obesity management education, etc.

Maine-Niles Association of Special Recreation $5,000 
For its Financial Aid Service, which will provide scholarships 
for low-income disabled children and youth to participate in 
therapeutic recreation programs. Financial Aid is offered for its 
8-week programs and camps during school breaks.

Make-A-Wish Foundation of Northern Illinois $10,000 
Towards a Challenge Grant as a $1 to $1 match for gifts up to 
$5,000. This fundraising tool will help increase the base of 
donors by offering an incentive for donors to give for the first 
time, at a higher level, or at a certain amount.

Metropolitan Chicago Breast Cancer Task Force $10,000 
For the Screen to Live Initiative, a pilot community-based 
education, navigation and quality improvement program  
targeting the Englewood neighborhood. The initiative partners 
with Hospitals to provide free mammogram screening services, 
and follow up exams.

The Chicago Children’s Advocacy Center provides hope and healing 
to Chicago’s abused children.  
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Health Care Services, continued...

Midwest Palliative & Hospice Care Center $9,000 
For the Music Care Services, which includes Music Therapy, 
Music-Thanatology for end-of-life patients and their families, 
music vigils, public education and research.

NAMI of Southwestern IL $6,500 
For the People Helping People project, a volunteer driven, peer 
based, self-sustaining, and cost effective infrastructure in 12 rural 
southwest Illinois counties. The project provides persons with 
mental illness with education, support groups, and advocacy.

Old Irving Park Community Clinic $15,000 
For general operating expenses incurred to provide free, quality 
healthcare to uninsured and low-income individuals. Expenses 
also include rent, salaries for the Nurse and Nurse Manager, and 
costs related to patient services.

Open Heart Magic $5,000 
For the Bedside Magic and Share the Magic Programs, which uses 
the performance and teaching of close-up, interactive magic 
and humor as intervention strategies to promote coping for sick 
children and their families.

Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago $2,500 
For the Pediatric Care Fund, which provides financial assistance 
to economically disadvantaged children with traumatic injuries 
and debilitating conditions receiving rehabilitation services.

Special Ed Advocacy Center $3,000 
To provide free legal services to low-income parents of children 
with disabilities seeking to obtain appropriate educational and 
early intervention services; and educating parents and school 
personnel of their legal rights.

Spectrios Institute for Low Vision $17,500 
For renewal support of the Seeing is Believing Program for the 2011- 
2012 school year, which provides professional low vision services 
and to purchase optical devices to maximize children’s vision.

St. Coletta’s of Illinois $15,000 
To establish Access for All, a medical expense fund for 
individuals with developmental disabilities. The fund will cover 
out of network medical and dental care, and prescription drugs 
costs due to the State’s cuts in Medicaid.

St. Joseph’s Home for the Elderly/Little Sisters  
of the Poor $10,000 
To support the salaries of 2 Restorative Rehabilitation Aides 
for its Physical Therapy Program, designed to enable a resident 
achieve their highest physical, emotional and functional  
level possible.

The Success Center $15,000 
For support of the counseling program and services, which 
includes parenting classes and anger management, and therapy 
to youth. Clients receive individualized treatment plans upon 
assessment.

Teen Living Programs $15,000 
For renewal support of the Whole Health Program, which 
provides youth who are homeless with primary health care, 
health and nutrition education, and immunizations.

Wellness House $10,000 
For the Exercise Program for cancer survivors during the phases 
of treatment, recovery, living after recovery from treatment, 
and living with advanced cancer. The program helps to restore 
strength, flexibility and managing weight.

Total: 40 grants  $453,000 

 

Medical Research
American Cancer Society, Illinois Division $50,000 
For second year funding for a research project by 
Zhuoli Zhang, Research Assistant Professor, Department 
of Radiology, Northwestern University, for a project 
entitled “MRI Monitored Electroporation Mediated  
Immunotherapy for Pancreatic Cancer”.

The Brain and Behavior Research Foundation  
aka NARSAD $30,000 
For a second year grant for research on Social Cognition. 
The project is “Effects of Lower Level Sensory Processing 
on Higher Level Cognition in Schizophrenia” by Jason 
Tregellas, Assistant Professor, Department of Psychiatry, 
at University of Colorado.

Respiratory Health Association  
of Metropolitan Chicago $50,000 
Second year research grant to Anne Marie Singh, 
Assistant Professor, Department of Pediatrics, North-
western Feinberg School of Medicine, for a project 
entitled “Immune Dyregulation, Early Expressions of 
Atopy and the Development of Childhood Asthma.”

Total: 3 grants   $130,000 
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Alpha Eta Chapter, Inc. $10,000 
To engage middle school age students in STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and math) and nursing aspects through 
mentorship to build and develop interests. 

Between Friends $10,000 
For general operating support of its comprehensive services for 
domestic violence victims and their families. Services include 
individual/group counseling for women and children, court 
advocacy, crisis line, teen dating violence prevention, etc.

Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Metro Chicago $5,000 
To support its Enhanced Community Based Mentoring Program, 
which will increase the average match length from 26 to 30 
months in order to increase youth outcomes, increase match 
retention rates, and add new educational outcomes to its 
existing portfolio.

Blue Sky Inn $15,000 
For its Employment Program, which provides homeless and at-risk 
youth with paid, part time jobs in a supportive environment. The 
program provides on the job training in food service, incentives to 
pursue educational goals, and assistance in securing employment. 

CASA Kane County $15,000 
For renewal support towards the costs to advocate for 10 abused 
and neglected children for one year. Costs include volunteer 
recruitment and training, and case management.

CASA of Will County $14,105  
To cover half of the salary for a part time Case Manager hired 
last year that was converted to full-time. CASA plans to recruit 
15-20 new volunteer advocates who will be supervised by the 
full-time Case Manager.

The Chicago Chamber Musicians $2,660 
For continued support of Move to Music program, which provides 
free transportation for CPS students to attend its First Monday 
concert series, a live classical music concert free of charge.

Chicago Children’s Theater $8,000 
For continued support to produce the world premiere of  
Red Kite by the Sea, an interactive and multi-sensory theatrical 
performance installation for children affected by Autism 
Spectrum Disorder and their families.

The Chicago Fund on Aging and Disability $5,000 
For its Home Delivered Meals Program, which includes  
Weekend, Emergency and Holidays for homebound seniors. The  
organization works with the City’s Department of Family and 
Support Services and Open Kitchens. 

Chicago Lights $5,000 
To support intensive case management and shared services 
for homeless and near homeless. Services include on-site job 
readiness training and computer classes, preventative health care 
and education, housing education, and referrals.

Chicago Youth Programs $10,000 
For the Teen Care and Teen Tutoring Initiatives, which addresses 
educational skills of middle school youth, and introduces them 
to college campuses, and provide support necessary for youth to 
prepare for college and trade programs.

Delacerda House $2,000 
To assist with mileage costs that allows the agency to provide its 
clients with transportation, especially during distressed health 
conditions, to health services in the Quad Cities area, as well as 
rides to grocery stores, legal appointments, etc.

Des Plaines Community Senior Center $5,000 
To support the Benefits Enrollment Center, which provides 
assistance with home delivered meals, food stamps, utility 
assistance, prescription drug assistance, senior ride programs, 
vision screenings, Medicaid, employment, and housing assistance.

Social Services

Emergency Fund provides immediate financial assistance to help 
low-income Chicago area individuals and families through a crisis or 
transition.



New Moms seeks to enable, empower, and equip at-risk adolescent 
parents and their children through services and mentoring.
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DuPage Senior Citizens Council $15,000 
For the Senior Nutrition and Well Being Check Programs, a 
formalized well being check along with each meal service 
delivery. Trained staff and volunteers observe changes in 
physical/mental health or safety.

Emergency Fund $10,000 
For renewal support of the Flexible Financial Fund, which 
provides emergency aid to the impoverished through Crisis 
Solutions Grants for short term needs and Self-Sufficiency 
Grants for basic needs while completing job training.

Faith in Action of Edgar County $6,000 
Towards operating expenses, to assist with daily operations at 
this rural agency that utilizes volunteers to offer non-medical 
assistance to individuals with chronic illnesses or physical 
impairments so that they can remain independent in their homes.

Family Center (Catholic Urban Programs) $3,000 
For the Senior Program, which provides monthly social, 
educational and informational opportunities, as well as meals, for 
seniors in the East St. Louis area who live alone and are isolated.

FISH of Galesburg $10,000 
For operating support of this food pantry, which provides 
emergency food services to individuals and families in need in 
Knox County, IL.

Fox Valley Older Adult Services $9,900 
For acquisition and implementation of My Senior Center, a 
hardware and software system to automate the maintenance 
of accurate, detailed records and to improve service delivery 
capabilities. 

Gads Hill Center $2,500 
For the Teen Connection program, which offers academic 
support and hands-on scientific experiential learning 
components in science, technology, engineering, and math for 
low-income high school students.

Girl Scouts of Greater Chicago and  
Northwest Indiana $5,000 
To expand the Healthy Living Programs, which targets low- 
income pre-adolescent girls at risk for childhood obesity, low 
self-esteem, eating disorders, and other unsafe behaviors such as 
smoking and drinking.

Goldie’s Place $12,000 
For the Employment Assistance Program, which provides the 
homeless with pre-employment training and job placement 
through personal coaching. 

 

Good News Partners $15,000 
For general operating support to help families, individuals, 
children and youth facing or experiencing homelessness obtain 
safe, affordable housing, as well as supportive services.

Guardian Angel Community Services $5,000 
For renewal support of the Sexual Assault and Services Center, 
which includes a hotline and in person crisis response at five 
Joliet area hospitals; and 24 hours a day, year-round counseling, 
institutional and community advocacy, etc.

HandsOn Suburban Chicago $8,500 
For its Annual Paint-A-Thon program which recruits volunteers 
to provide painting and basic home care services to low-income 
seniors and disabled persons so that they can retain their inde-
pendence and remain in their homes.

The Harbour $10,000 
For renewal support of the Emergency Shelter which provides 
safe housing and comprehensive services for homeless, runaway 
and neglected girls, age 12-21.

House of the Good Shepherd $5,000 
For renewal support of its Children’s Program, which provides 
age-appropriate individual and group counseling for children 
who have witnessed family violence.

Howard Area Community Center $10,000 
For renewal support of its Health and Human Services Program, 
which includes emergency food, case management to stabilize 
housing, health, domestic violence counseling, dental clinic and 
assistance with securing medications.

Social Services, continued...
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Humanitarian Service Project $8,000 
For renewal support of the Senior Citizen Project, which provides 
monthly meals and a well-being check to impoverished seniors 
living in DuPage and Kane Counties so that they can live inde-
pendently in their homes as long as possible.

Imagination Theater $13,000 
To provide public schools and elder care facilities with arts 
programming. School performances are based on topics 
requested by teachers, such as anti-bullying, healthy choices. 
Funds would help offset costs associated with programming.

Inspiration Corporation $10,000 
For the Training and Employment Services Programs, which 
provides vocational skills training and placement, and 
employment preparation training and placement, along with 
supportive services for homeless and low-income job seekers.

Interfaith House $15,000 
For renewal general operating support of its services for the 
homeless, which includes medical assessment, case  
management, transitional and permanent housing, and job 
placements.

Jane Addams Resource Corporation $5,000  
For its Welding Fast Track Program, an expansion of its Careers in 
Manufacturing training program, which aims to address the “skills 
gap” by providing a pool of skilled workers and meet the needs 
of unemployed and dislocated job seekers.

Jobs for Youth/Chicago $10,000 
For the Operational Skills Training and Certification Program, 
which includes Work Readiness/Life Skills Training, Customer 
Service Skills Training, Computer Skills for Office Assistants and 
Medical Office Assistant.

Lake County Haven $10,000 
For renewal support of services for homeless women and their 
children, which includes case management, counseling, life skills 
training, transitional housing, job placement, a “graduate”/post 
shelter follow-up, and a Children’s Program.

Lakeview Pantry $10,000 
For the Bootstraps Case Management Program, which  
offers Emergency Financial Assistance, Information and  
Referrals, Assistance with Public Benefits, and free Community 
Voicemail.

Light Opera Works $6,000 
For renewal support of the Outreach and Education program for 
youth and seniors, which includes summer theater workshops 
and performances for seniors. 

Lincoln Park Community Shelter $10,000 
For the Interim Housing and On-Track Programs, which 
provides housing and supportive services for up to 35 homeless 
individuals. Services include Addictions Recovery, Mental 
and Physical Health, Employment, and assistance with finding 
permanent housing.

The Night Ministry provides a continuum of age-appropriate services for homeless youth. 
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Matthew House $10,000 
For partial funding for one data entry clerk. The agency provides 
emergency housing and supportive services to the homeless and 
has seen an 8% increase for client services in the past year.

Morning Star Mission Ministries $15,000 
To provide safe, secure shelter for homeless children, women, 
men, and veterans in the Will County area. Funds will also be 
used towards food, clothing and vocational training.

Mutual Ground $20,000 
For operating support of this domestic violence and sexual 
assault service agency. Services include prevention and 
community education, emergency and transitional shelter, 
individual and group counseling for women and children, and 
legal advocacy.

New Foundation Center $10,000 
For the Supportive Housing Program, which provides housing, 
lease subsidy, and support services to individuals who are 
homeless or living in a nursing home and have a serious mental 
illness in Lake and Cook Counties.

New Moms $10,000 
For the Academy of Professional Development, a best practices 
workforce development program which provides adolescent 
parents individualized career planning, intensive career readiness 
training, hands-on practicum at their social enterprise, etc.

The Night Ministry $11,500 
For renewal support of its Continuing Care Services Program, 
which provides on going support for youth exiting one of its 
shelter programs. 

North Side Housing & Supportive Services $2,500 
For the Health Care Case Management Program, with a focus on 
food/nutrition. Funds will be used to purchase fruits, vegetables 
and whole grains for the homeless or formerly homeless living in 
permanent supportive housing.

Operation North Pole $5,000 
For its annual fantasy experience visit to the North Pole for 
children battling a life threatening illness. The theme was the 
Polar Express, where families boarded a specially decorated train 
car which ends at the North Pole to see Santa.

Porchlight Counseling Services $8,750 
To support the counseling program for college sexual assault 
survivors at multiple off campus locations in the Chicago area. 
The grant would cover about 25 sessions, or six months of 
counseling for 10 students.

Public Action to Deliver Shelter dba Hesed House $10,000 
For the Transitional Living Community program, which provides 
the homeless with food, shelter, goal setting and life skills 
classes, parenting classes, and after-school programs and 
counseling for children.

Rainbow House $12,500 
For the Adult Services Program, which provides comprehensive 
services for survivors of domestic violence. Services include 
individual and group therapeutic counseling, case management, 
and assistance with legal and financial planning.

Rebuilding Together North Suburban Chicago $8,000 
To restore and repair homes of the disabled, elderly, or 
low-income families in need of structural or roof replacement. 
Many of the repair projects were done on/around the National 
Rebuilding Day in April.

Redmoon Theater $5,000 
To support its Neighborhood Arts Programming, short-term 
educational and community residencies in the 2011-2012 school 
year, which will deliver after-school programming at two schools, 
as well as the Cook County Juvenile Temporary Detention Center.

Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling $15,000 
For renewal support of its counseling programs for survivors 
of sexual assault and abuse, ages 3-adult. Funds will be used 
towards salary support of two clinical staff.

Social Services, continued...

The Home Delivered Meals Program at Seniors Assistance Center 
provides meals to seniors and persons with disabilities who are 
homebound or unable to shop/prepare meals.
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Safe Humane Chicago $5,000 
For its Lifetime Bonds programs which provides opportunities 
for at-risk youth and at-risk dogs to help one another. Youth 
in disadvantaged communities learn how to care for, socialize 
and train dogs positively and participate in positive, beneficial 
activities with them.

Senior Home Sharing $12,000 
Towards the salary of the Director of Resident Services,  
who provides case management and coordinates supportive 
services to residents, many of whom suffer from chronic  
health and mental health conditions that requires more  
intensive care.

Seniors Assistance Center $17,000 
For the Home Delivered Meals Program, which provides meals 
to seniors and persons with disabilities who are homebound or 
unable to shop and prepare meals.

Southeast Lake County Faith in Action Volunteers $8,000 
Towards the salary of an Assistant Care Director for its Volunteer 
Program. The Assistant Care Director will be an R.N. and will 
support the Care Director who has primary responsibility for the 
case management of all care recipients.

Volunteer Services of Iroquois County $17,000 
For the Transportation Services Program, which provides  
seniors and disabled adults with transportation to medical  
appointments, grocery shopping, pick up prescriptions, etc. in 
this primarily rural area in order to promote independent living.

Walk In Ministry of Hope $15,000  
For the Immediate Assistance Program, which provides financial 
assistance for basic need items such as food, clothing, and 
transportation; and Referral/Enrollment Program, which assists 
residents in filing for government programs.

West Suburban P.A.D.S. $15,000 
For renewal funding of the Supportive Service Program, which 
provides basic needs care, case management, health services, job 
assistance, emergency shelter and housing assistance.

WINGS Program $10,000  
For renewal funding of the Safe House emergency domestic 
violence shelter, which provides shelter 24 hours/7 days a week, 
crisis counseling, medical and legal advocacy, job counseling 
and placement, case management, and counseling services for 
children.

West Suburban Community Pantry $17,500 
Towards the purchase of food at this emergency food pantry 
serving DuPage County. Services include a school breakfast 
program, delivery to homebound clients, and nutrition planning 
classes.

Wisconsin/Nicaragua Partners of the Americas $10,000 
For operating expenses of the Wisconsin office. The agency 
brings together volunteers of both countries to find solutions  
to common problems, leveraging resources, and providing 
technical training. Projects include gathering eye glasses, fire-
fighting equipment, sewing machines, sports equipment, school 
supplies, funds scholarships and microlending programs.

Youth Job Center of Evanston $5,000 
For the WILL (Women Investing in Learning and Livelihoods) 
Program, which provides women ages 18-25, with post  
secondary training/education, housing, childcare, transporta-
tion, mentoring, career counseling, financial literacy and peer 
coaching.

Zacharias Sexual Abuse Center $15,000 
For renewal support of the Children’s Program, which provides 
crisis intervention and psychological therapy, and medical and 
legal advocacy for children and teens victims of sexual abuse and 
assault; and prevention education.

Total: 64 grants $620,415

Education
Josephinum Academy $15,000 
For continued support of the Cost of Education program, 
which provides scholarships for students from low-income 
families to pursue a private, college preparatory education.

Science and Arts Academy $12,000 
For renewal support of its Scholarship Assistance Program, 
which allows children from economically disadvantaged 
families to attend this elementary school for intellectually 
gifted and artistically talented students. 

The Suzuki Orff School for Young Musicians $10,000 
For continued support of its Clap, Sing and Read! Program, 
a literacy through music program at under-served schools 
and communities serving at-risk children in K-Second 
Grade.

Vincent Gray Academy $10,000 
For the Reading Program, which helps at-risk students 
increase their reading grade skills in order to improve their 
grade levels and fulfill their academic potential. Funds will 
be used toward salary support and to purchase Reading 
Plus.

Total: 4 grants $47,000
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A.  Program and capital grants will be made to organizations in support of but not limited to the following purposes: 
medical, psychiatric, psychological and/or residential care, and research programs in medicine, psychology,   
social science and education.

B.  Although the Foundation does support operating budgets, applicants should be aware the Foundation should not 
be considered a continuing source of annual funding. Applicants should indicate probable sources of funding, if any, 
for ensuing years of the project for which they are seeking help.

C.  Grants will not be given to government agencies, nor generally to organizations that subsist mainly on third part 
funding and have demonstrated no ability or expended little effort to attract private funding.

D. Applicants must be classified as 501(c)(3) by the Internal Revenue Service.

E.  Grants will not be made for religious or political purposes, nor generally for the production or writing of audio-
visual materials.

F.  Although grants may be made to organizations outside the state of Illinois, preference will generally be given to 
applicants from Illinois.

G.  We prefer prospective grantees whose programs or services benefit persons who have not yet reached their 
majority and/or are for the care of individuals or elderly persons who lack sufficient resources to provide for 
themselves.

H.  Fundraising and administrative costs of successful applicants will be within limits generally considered as 
reasonable.

I.  A grant will be made only to the organization providing the service to the end user  or that is conducting the 
program for which funding is sought.

J.  Applicants may request commitments which extend beyond one year.

K.  An applicant must be an equal opportunity employer as well as provide equal access to programs or services.

Guidelines for Grant Applications
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1.  A completed Blowitz-Ridgeway Foundation grant application form must accompany all grant requests. Applications 
may be downloaded from our website at www.blowitzridgeway.org.

2. As a result of the federal legislation, the Pension Protection Act of 2006, which was signed into law on August 17, 
2006, private foundations now face possible significant tax issues if they make grants to “Type III” Supporting  
Organizations, public charities described in Section 509(a)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Therefore, pending 
further clarification from the IRS, the Blowitz-Ridgeway-Foundation must practice due diligence in this matter. For 
these reasons, if you have a 509(a)3 Status, please provide a copy of the Schedule A Form, Part I “Reason for Public 
Charity Status”  from the most recent Form-990, with the grant request. See our website at www.blowitzridgeway.org 
for more information. 

3. Applicant organizations are required to provide latest full-year audited financial statements. However, organiza-
tions with revenues of less than $300,000 may submit their 990 or 990 E-Z federal tax form and unaudited financial 
statements. We do not accept the 990-N.

4. Grant applications will be reviewed for completeness by staff and will not be forwarded to the Grant Review 
Committee until complete. Applications are accepted throughout the year and are reviewed in the order they are 
received. Thus, it generally takes about 2-4 months from the receipt of the full application to when you should 
receive a response from the Foundation.  
 
After reviewing an application, the Committee may: decline, recommend for approval by the board, request 
additional information, schedule a site visit, or invite the applicant in for interview by the board. 
 
If you are planning to submit a renewal grant request, please note that the Blowitz-Ridgeway Foundation requires 
renewal applicants to submit its final report before the new grant request can be reviewed. 

5. Applicants, if declined, may not reapply for at least one year from the date of the application unless the nature 
or circumstances surrounding the request have changed significantly. The subsequent application should describe 
these changes in full.

Requests for application forms or further information should be addressed to:

Serena L. Moy 
Administrator 

THE BLOWITZ-RIDGEWAY FOUNDATION 
1701 E. Woodfield Road, Suite 201 

Schaumburg, IL 60173 
(847) 330-1020 

(847) 330-1028 fax 
www.blowitzridgeway.org

Application Procedures
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Financial Statement

The Blowitz-Ridgeway Foundation 
Statements of Financial Position 
September 30  2012 2011

Assets 
Investments   Common stocks  $      5,587,547 $     4,998,356 
  Mutual funds 16,265,620 14,871,289 
  Money Market Funds 101,333 83,184 
  Program related investments 345,000 425,000 
  Accrued interest and dividends 4,997 3,097 

  Total Investments 22,304,497 20,380,926

Cash & Cash Equivalents     66,839 65,362 
Federal excise taxes on deposit 523 6,946 
Office Equipment, Net of Accumulated  
Depreciation of $53,202 and $51,412 4,819 6,609

Total Unrestricted Assets   $   22,376,678 20,459,843 

Liabilities and Net Assets 
Accounts Payable and Other Liabilities     $           45,012            $         24,976   
Grant obligations payable 50,000 180,000 
Net Assets, Unrestricted     22,281,666 20,254,867

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $    22,376,678  $  20,459,843 

The Blowitz-Ridgeway Foundation 
Statements of Activities 
For the Years Ended September 30 

Revenue 
 Realized Investment (Losses) Gains, Interest & Dividends  $       1,280,598      $      1,480,656 
 Change in unrealized gains on investments held 2,366,830 (1,642,639)

Expenses 
 Grants (exclusive of $100,000 PRIs in 2012 and 2011)  $         1,127,196    $      1,326,463 
 Grant Management 329,303  322,943  
 Administrative 87,906 96,059 
 Investment Management Fee 41,133 38,821 
 
 Provision for Federal Excise Taxes 
  Current 11,423 13,363 
  Deferred 23,668 (16,456)

Total Expenses     $     1,620,629 $        1,781,193

Change in Net Assets $    2,026,799       $     (1,943,176)
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Board of Trustees
Daniel L. Kline, President 
Pierre R. LeBreton, Ph.D., Vice President 
Anthony M. Dean, Treasurer 
Sandra Swantek, M.D., Secretary 
Rev. Barbara Bolsen 
Deborah J. DiLeonardi, CAIA, CFP, CPA 
Thomas P. Fitzgibbon, Jr. 
Marvin J. Pitluk, Ph.D. 
Marva E. Williams, Ph.D. 
Samuel G. Winston

Staff
Serena L. Moy, Administrator 
Laura Romero, Program Associate

The Blowitz-Ridgeway Foundation was founded in 1984 

with the proceeds of the sale of Chicago’s Ridgeway 

Hospital, a nonprofit psychiatric facility focusing on 

low-income adolescents. One of its primary funding 

areas is the support of nonprofit agencies which provide 

medical and psychological services to economically 

disadvantaged children and adolescents, thereby 

continuing the original mission of the hospital. As of 

September 30, 2012 it has provided approximately $30  

million in grants and program-related investments to a 

variety of health care and social service agencies, as well 

as scholarship funds and medical research awards. 

Exercise classes at Wellness House are designed to meet the unique needs of individuals living with cancer and loved ones who support them.
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The Blowitz-Ridgeway Foundation
1701 E. Woodfield Road, Suite 201 

Schaumburg, IL 60173 

(847) 330-1020 

www.blowitzridgeway.org

The Make-A-Wish Foundation of Northern Illinois grants wishes to children with life-threatening 
medical conditions to enrich their lives with hope, strength and joy. This child received a new 
therapy pool which helps relax his muscles from his degenerative disease.


